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Texans see UFO, fear apocalypse

The Associated Press

STEPHENVILLE, Texas - In this farming community where nightfall usually brings clear, starry skies, residents are abuzz over
reported sightings of what many believe is a UFO.

Several dozen people — including a pilot, county constable and business owners — insist they have seen a large silent object with
bright lights flying low and fast. Some reported seeing fighter jets chasing it.

"People wonder what in the world it is because this is the Bible Belt, and everyone is afaid it's the end of times," said Steve Allen, a
freight company owner and pilot who said the object he saw last week was a mile long and half a mile wide. "It was positively,
absolutely nothing from these parts."

While federal officials insist there's a logical explanation, locals swear that it was larger, quieter, faster and lower to the ground than
an airplane. They also said the object's lights changed configuration, unlike those of a plane. People in several towns who reported
seeing it over several weeks have offered similar descriptions of the object.

Machmist Ricky Sorrells said friends made fin of him when he told them he saw a flat, metallic object hovering about 300 feet over
a pasture behind his Dublin home. But he decided to come forward after reading similar accounts in the Stephenville Empire-
Tribune.

"You hear about big bass or big buck in the area, but this is a different deal," Sorrells said. "It feels good to hear that other people
saw something, because that means I'mnot crazy."

Sorrells said he has seen the object several times. He said he watched it through his rifle's telescopic lens and described it as very
large and without seams, nuts or bolts.

Maj. Karl Lewis, a spokesman for the 301st Fighter Wing at the Joint Reserve Base Naval Air Station in Fort Worth, said no F-16s
or other aircraft from his base were in the area the night of Jan. 8, when most people reported the sighting.

Lewis said the object may have been an illusion caused by two commercial airplanes. Lights from the aircraft would seem unusually
bright and may appear orange from the setting sun.

"T'm 90 percent sure this was an airliner," Lewis said. "With the sun's angle, it can play tricks on you."

Officials at the region's two Air Force bases — Dyess in Abilene and Sheppard in Wichita Falls — also said none of their aircraft
were in the area last week. The Air Force no longer investigates UFOs.

One man has offered a reward for a photograph or videotape of the mysterious object.

About 200 UFO sightings are reported each month, mostly in California, Colorado and Texas, according to the Mutual UFO
Network, which plans to go to the 17,000-resident town of Stephenville to mvestigate.

Fourteen percent of Americans polled last year by The Associated Press and Ipsos say they have seen a UFO.

Erath County Constable Lee Roy Gaitan said that he first saw red glowing lights and then white flashing lights moving fast, but that
even with binoculars could not see the object to which the lights were attached.

"l didn't see a flying saucer and I don't know what it was, but it wasn't an airplane, and I've never seen anything like it," Gaitan said.
"I think it nust be some kind of military craft — at least I hope it was."
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Keep on reading

South Florida terror attempt ends with suspect found in Tallahassee“We take these threats very seriously and we are worki
closely with law enforcement concerning this matter.”Gainesville

Undo

Stuck in Depression? A Brain Switch Helps Reset Your MoodA Breakthrough Discovery is a Life-Changer for

Thousands. Nurosym|
SponsoredSponsored

Learn More
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Vagus Nerve Stimulation Devices: Which One Actually Works?Nurosym vs GammaCore vs Pulsetto vs Sensate: Which One is the

Most Worth Trying? Find Out Here.Health Science|
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Learn More

Undo
3 dead in crash on Newberry Road in Alachua Co FloridaNewberry Road in both directions between Northwest 98th Street
and Northwest 122nd Street was closed for about five hours on Monday.Gainesville

Undo

Hudson Meek: Memorial, scholarship planned to honor 'Baby Driver' actorHudson Meek, 16, was known for his role as Young
Baby in the 2017 action "Baby Driver." He died two days after falling from a moving vehicle on Dec. 19.Gainesville

Undo

Bell man dies in head-on collision in Alachua Co FloridaA 26-year-old Bell man was killed in the crash, according to the report
from the Florida Hi Patrol. Gainesville

Undo

Gauilfoyle, T Jr. split and he vacations with Bettina AndersonKimberly Guilfoyle often referred to T Jr. as her "soulmate."
The couple split as photos surfaced of her fiance kissing Bettina Anderson.Gainesville

Undo

Burmese ons in Florida: How are there? Where? How far north?Burmese ns have proliferated across more than a
thousand square miles of Florida. How many of the invasive snakes live here and where?Gainesville
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Black Horse Refind Checker - Lookup Your NameUp To £4,500* Per Vehiclethepc .co.uk|
SponsoredSponsored

simple trick to save big!Karma Shopping]
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IRS stimulus checks going out to 1 million taxpayersDo you qualify for any of the 1 million stimulus checks the Internal Revenue
Service is sending out? Maximum payment is $1,400.Gainesville
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Takeaways from No. 5 Florida basketball loss vs No. 11 Kentucky at Rupp ArenaFlorida basketball was unable to overcome

somme poor defensive stretches in its 106-100 loss to Kentucky. Here are three takeawaysGainesville
Undo
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